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University suffers loss of another freshman
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Heaven receives another Panther: Otis Spicer wanted to be an architect.
By Jerrell Allen
Managing Editor
Freshman architecture major Otis
Spicer passed away Friday, pronoun
d d
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Pastor West leaves students inspired as
Prairie View marks Black History Month
Danielle Mason
Panther Staff
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Panthers ride into Houston.
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on arrival at North Cypress Medical Center after collapsing during a game of basketball on
the courts near the University College.
Spicer was playing with a number
of friends when his knees buckled after going
for a rebound. He also suffered a minor

Faculty and students gathered in the
Opal Johnson Smith Auditorium Thursday to
hear Pastor Ralph Douglas West speak on the
spiritual aspect of black history. The event was
the kick-off for Prairie View's Black History
month celebration.
Dedicated to "Defining Your Spirituality," this event held the theme "Black Empowerment in The Americas: Be the Change."
This ideal was reflected not only through the
performances presented by some student
organizations, but additionally through the
words and thoughts of Pastor West.
Prior to West's speech, students
joined vocalist Michelle Davis to sing the

Black National Anthem. The Women's Leadership Council performed a lyrical narrative
displaying the true essence of black culture.
The Classic Dance Ensemble graced the crowd
with an interpretive dance, while the PV singers had everyone on the edge of their seats, as
they harmonized their way through black history.
At the wake of the 44th presidential
election, students were able to realize the transitions made in black history. West refreshed
mindsets by giving an alternate view of the
spiritual regard to black history.
West left students with a sense of devotion and spirituality by relaying messages
such as: "Live what you believe.. .let your life
speak bigger than anything you say." Additionally, he depicted the history behind preaching,
prayer, and music; all of which he declared
deepens one's spirituality.
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head injury as he fell to the ground, and sadly
passed away before arriving at the hospital.
A reliable source said doctors who
examined Spicer at the hospital determined
that he suffered from a degenerative heart
condition, which was pre-existing.
Some students who were on the scene
have alleged that the ambulance was late arriving, while others said that the ambulance
was having difficulty finding the location of
the basketball court.
Dr. Miron Billingsley, associate vice
president for student affairs, stressed that
safety issues are being seriously considered
by the administration. "Safety is a huge caution for us; it's hugely important. We are
currently investigating the situation to figure
out an accurate timeline for the events of the
day."
Spicer was a freshman from Dallas,
Texas, who enjoyed listening to music, playing
basketball, and perfecting his craft. "He was
a really nice guy, cool to be around. This was
a man who always had a smile on his face, no
matter where he went," said DeErrin Jones, a
friend of Spicer.
Cory Dixon, a community manager
in University College, remembers Spicer as a
quiet student who had a nice personality. "We
only really saw him in his room studying,"
added Dixon. According to a family source,
Spicer was planning to own a construction
company one day because of his interest in architecture.
University administration is planning on finding a way to solicit donations to
support the surviving family.
The passing of Spicer means that
three Prairie View students have died in the
last year, making Spicer's mishap all the more
troubling for faculty, staff, and fellow students.
The wake will be held Wednesday,
Feb.11 and the funeral will be held Thursday,
F b. 12 in Dallas.

Defining your spirituality: (Top Left) Pastor
West speaks during the program, giving his
thoughts and ideas on black history from a
spiritual aspect. (Top Right) Always ready to
perform, the Classic Dance Ensemble
graced the stage in support of the University's·
Black History programming. (Bottom Right)
a Prairie View student asks a question of West.

After questions from the crowd, West
gave many words of conviction. In response to
a question revolving around being 'spiritual'
on campus, he said, "Live what you believe-use college as your time to deepen your intellect and your sense of self."
West is the founding pastor of Brookhollow Baptist Church, also known as "The
Church Without Walls," located in Houston,
Texas. The Church Without Walls is a sanctuary to many Prairie View students. Brookhollow is located at 5725 Queenston Blvd. Services are held Sunday at 7=45 a.m., 9:45 a.m., and
11:45a.m.
The "Be the Change" program was
merely the beginning of Prairie View's quest
to deepen faculty and students' sense of black
history. There will be a host of programs
and activities held for the duration of this
month.
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Organizations, students participate in annual open house PV shows vfiide.o

on strange ru1t

By Lenesha Jones
Panther Intern

By Chrystallyn Block

Panther Staff

Student organiz.ations set
up booths in the MSC Thursday to
inform or recruit students on campus. This is a major recruiting opportunity for the organization and a
time to see how many people were
interested in them.
Foster Peterson, a member
of Phi Beta Sigma, Inc. and Kappa
Kappa Psi National Honorary Band
Fraternity, said "[Open House] is a
good time to raise awareness about
your organiz.ation and your mission
statement."
At each table there were
pamphlets, candy, information
boards, photo albums, and of course
a friendly face to answer questions.
Many of the organizations present
are seen only at Hump Day, so the
annual Office of Student Activities
By Ronald Smith, The Panther
and Leadership sponsored Open
House gives them a chance to show Brotherly love: Sophomores Justin Knowles and Smiley Collins discuss information together
that there is more to them than step- at the Prairie View Student Nursing Association table at Open House last week in the MSC.
ping, strutting and throwing parties.
The usual fraternities and
sororities were in attendance, along
with other organiz.ations, such as the
PV Classic Dance Ensemble, Young
Democrats, Undergraduate Medical
Academy and the cancer association.
"It was really rewarding
seeing a lot of people I knew that
were interested in becoming a member of PALS. Most of them were
freshmen so that made me feel like I
was doing my job," said sophomore
architecture Michael Love.
For one organization, Alpha Psi Lambda, this was their first
open house at Prairie View because
it is their first semester, so it was a
very important event for them to get
their name and purpose known.
"We're trying to let people
know that we are here. It gave us an
opportunity to actually promote our
organization and let people know
what we are about," said president
Cristina Martinez. "We had a great
turnout from people interested as
well as a lot of other organizations
By Ronald Smith, The Panther
on campus that were interested to
Where do I sign?: Sophomore Brittany Thrash fills out some paperwork during Open House.
do things together."

To kick off this year's Black
History Month, the staff at Prairie
View A & M University showed a
documentary Feb. 6 in the Memorial Student Center student lounge,
which captured the history of African-Americans as a people. Many
students gathered to watch the film
and judging by their response found
"it interesting.
The documentary focused
on the anit-lynching song, "Strange
Fruit," which symbolizes the hardships that blacks suffered from
racism and segregation during the
early 1900s.
During that time, there
was much controversy in the south
surrounding blacks being lynched
based off of the color of their skin.
In response to seeing
a horrible photograph of one of
the thousands of lynchings that
occured, Abel Meeropol wrote the
poem that eventually became the
popular song. The lyrics had such
depth that people believed Meeropol to be black, so him being Jewish
was a major surprise.
The song gained its fame
after being performed by the
late great Billie Holiday, a music
pioneer. She falsely claimed in her
autobiography, "Lady Sings the
Blues," that she wrote both the
music and the lyrics to the song.
Since then, many other
artists, such as Nina Simone, have
imitated Meeropols' lyrics and have
created their own version of the
song.
After the documentary the
students and staff engaged in an
open discussion about their view
points on the film. One student
said, "It is ironic how the lyrics to
the song were so true. They describe
everything that went on."
At the end of the discussion the staff announced that
there will be other documentaries
shown every Friday during February dedicated to other known black
pioneers.

Dubois Culture Club hosts "Ask.-it.-Basket" seminar on hip -h op culture
By Alyssa Rhodes
Panther Intern

The W.E.B. Dubois culture
club gave students the chance to talk
about the good and bad things in hip
hop culture this past Tuesday in a
seminar at The College of Juvenile
Justice.
The overall focus of the
seminar was whether hip hop influ-

ences violence in black America. The
panel, which included students as
well as administrators, was able to
discuss and interact with each other
by answering questions and statements made by their audience.
During the first subject
matter, students freely asked questions back and forth between each
other.
"The communication between the panel and the students
was great," senior history major
Trevon Joseph said. "Everyone was

very cooperative and wanted to
hear what people had to say to each
other."
The subject switched from
the portrayal of violence, to the
portrayal of black women and how
young people are affected. Many
different viewpoints were given
about reasons for rappers calling
women names and disrespecting
their bodies. One common idea
that was discussed was whether hip
hop is responsible for young people
going down the wrong path. Know-

ing their target audience is under 17,
rappers get the most criticism because of their lyrics and videos. For
the majority of the afternoon, there
seemed to be an agreement among
the students concerning the topics.
Many people think that
hip hop is bringing down black cul-

ture, especially because of the way
it portrays violence and young black
women. Whose fault is it truly?
"I think this is one subject
that will always be discussed," said
Taylor Robinson. "As long as there is
hip hop, there will be something to
discuss."

FOSTER CARE AllJMNI
Interest Meetlne
Tuesday, March 3, 2008

7pm

IJC Panther Room

Were you in Foster Care?

.PV Srudenr .Ifousing

Would you like to meet and support
fellow students just like you?

Furnished/ Unfurnished u •
nits
Cable, Washer, Dryer Incl d
S-tart:ing at: $440.00 a nto~hed

Let's get together for snacks and conversation.

Now leasing

Peak realt:y
24687 Richards Road
Prairie Vievv, TX
979-921-9530
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PETA uses KKK imagery at dog show protest Toddler loses fingers in accident
By Rachel Cohen

Associated Press

NEW YORK - "Is this really the KKK?" somebody asked the
woman in the white robe and the
pointy hat.
Crowds gawked Monday
at a table set up outside Madison
Square Garden, where People for
the Ethical Treatment of Animals
was protesting the start of the Westminster Kennel Club show. PETA
contends that the American Kennel Club promotes pure-breeding of
dogs that is harmful to their health.
"Welcome AKC Members,"
read a banner hanging from the table with AKC crossed out and KKK

written above it. Two PETA protesters dressed as Ku Klux Klan members, while other volunteers handed
out brochures that read: "The KKK
and the AKC: BFF?"
"Obviously it's an uncomfortable comparison," PETA spokesman Michael McGraw said.
But the AKC is trying to
create a "master race," he added.
"It's a very apt comparison."
David Frei, spokesman for
Westminster and 1V host of coverage on USA Network, said, "I can't
speak for everyone, but the vast
majority of the people exhibiting
and handling and showing at Westminster are more interested in the
health of dogs than anything else."
"We want to produce the
next generation of healthy and
happy dogs," he said, "not just for
the show ring but for the couches at
home."

Most passers-by seemed
more puzzled than offended, though
those who didn't st0P walked away
thinking they really had seen the
KKK. The most common reaction
was to pull out a cell Phone and start
snapping photos. .
Police rnomtored the situation from nearby, but the scene was
mostly calm. one shouting match
broke out during the hour-long protest.
Earlier, a man strode away
yelling, 'That's disgusting! I'm going
to buy more fur!"
Fatima Walden, who spotted the protest during a shopping
trip, called the J(1(IC imagery inappropriate no matter what the message.
"They could have used
something else as an example," she
said. "You should be considerate to
everybody."

Associated Press

ANCHORAGE, Alaska - A young
child lost three fingers in an escalator accident in Anchorage.
The accident occurred Saturday at the J.C. Penney store. A
store employee confirmed that the
3-year-old girl was injured by the
store escalator, calling it "a terrible
thing."
John Cooley, a family
friend, said the girl lost three fingers, and doctors are hoping she can
keep her pinkie finger.
Cooley said the girl's hand
became caught when the mother
was paying for some items and the
children were playing around the
escalator. By the time rescuers got
to her, the girl's fingers had been
pulled into the escalator.
City officials said the girl's
coat got caught in the escalator first
and when she went after it her fingers became caught in the machine.
Dean Paul, co-owner of
Alaska Yellow Cab, was on the top
floor of the J.C. Penney store when

Oil industry faces
changes in prices
By John Porretto
Associated Press
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Teen set stage
for Rosa Parks
By Jerry Harkavy
Associated Press

HOUSTON - One of the
oil industry's biggest challenges
this year will be managing exploration and production amid the worst
global recession in a generation, trying not to scale back so much that it
sets the stage for another round of
painful price spikes.
At the same time, industry leaders will certainly want a say
as President Barack Obama shapes
America's energy policy and looks
to reduce its dependence on fossil
fuels.
Some of the energy sector's
heaviest hitters will meet in Houston
this week at an annual conference
organized by Cambridge Energy
Research Associates, a consultancy.
CERA is chaired by author and economic researcher Daniel Yergin.
The five-day conference,
which began Monday, comes only a
week after many oil and gas companies reported their worst quarterly
earnings in years,
Oil continues to hover near
five-:year lows around $40 a barrel.
Everyone in the business,
drillers, producers, service companies, is trying to muscle through the
latest boom-bust cycle.
"You don't want to fall into
the type of situation we had after
the 1998 price collapse, when Wall
Street put enormous pressure on
energy companies to cut back investments," said Yergin, whose history of the oil industry, "The Prize,"
won a Pulitzer Prize in 1992. "When
demand started again, people were
running double time to try and catch
up.
Falling crude prices have
affected the global energy complex,
including the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, which
produces 40 percent of the world's
oil.

811111 111 CIIEF

he heard the child yell.
"Mommy, help me! I'm
stuck' is what she said," Paul said.
Paul said he ran over at
about the same time as the mother.
He pushed a button to stop the escalator, but by that time the child's
fingers were trapped.
The girl was carrying a new
coat, said Ron Thompson, municipal
director of development services for
the city. He said the coat got caught
and the girl went after it.
Thompson said the entire
coat was sucked in between the step
and the escalator's teeth.
Paul and the others used
hammers to pry up the top section
of the escalator.
Just as the child's mangled
hand was freed, paramedics arrived.
At one point during the
rescue, Paul said the little girl told
her mother she was sorry the coat
was ruined.
"My heart just sank," he
said.
Thompson said the escalator at Penney's is an older design.
New models have automatic cutoffs
if something gets caught in them.
The older models have been grandfathered in, he said.

PORTLAND, Maine - More
than 50 years after her refusal to
surrender her bus seat to a white
woman set the stage for a similar act
of defiance by Rosa Parks, Claudette
Colvin is finally getting her due as a
civil rights pioneer.
On March 2, 1955, the 15year-old schoolgirl from Montgomery, Ala., was dragged off the bus by
police, handcuffed and jailed. Her
bold act drew little support from
classmates, many of whom shunned
her or from the city's black leadership.
She went to court the following year as a plaintiff in a landmark lawsuit that struck down the
legal underpinnings for segregated
buses in the Jim Crow south and
ended the bus boycott that kickstarted the civil rights movement.
But even then she won
scant recognition and had remained
a footnote to history.
Author Phillip Hoose
stumbled upon Calvin's story during research for a book on the role
of young people in U.S. history. It
took him more than six years to
track down Colvin for a series of interviews that led to his book, "Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice,"
which was released last month.
The 69-year-old, who called
that act of defiance "a very impulsive
act," said she was inspired by figures
from her school's Negro History
Month.
Hoose suggested that other factors also may have come into
play. Colvin had dark skin, at a time
when fairer skin carried more status
among blacks. She also came from
a neighborhood of unpaved streets
lined with shotgun shacks and outdoor privies.
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From. the Editorial Board

Valentine's Day: Where's The Love:

PIIP £
By Ronald Smith

As we look around cam-

pus and on 1V, we've noticed that
Valentine's Day is right around the
corner and the hunt for valentines
for the night is in hot pursuit. Also
if you look close enough, you will
actually find some people sad simply because
they have no
valentine.
Society has
painted this
large
and
exaggerated
portrait of
what Valentine's
Day
should be,
whether it be
a day where
lovers
rejoice, a night
out
with
friends, or at
home watching 1V. Our opinion
is, if you're satisfied with yourself,
then there is no reason you should
be sad.
In reality, compared to
your birthday or anniversary, Valentine's Day has no personal connection to us at all. But when we
watch 1V and movies, sometimes
you might think and want otherwise. This may be the reason why

some people may go all out just for
one day.
Valentine's Day shouldn't
be restricted to one day; instead
it should be a 365-day process. It
also shouldn't determine if a person cares for you or not by whatever

For most guys, Valentine's Day is just another day,
but for girls it's a celebration.
This commonly causes friction
between people every year, and
with friction comes problems. No
guy or girl would disagree with
wanting
each other's
time or attention. You
don't have
to spend a
thousand
dollars, but a
simple study
night, breakfast in bed,
back
rub,
or a flower
would suffice.
I t ' s
hard to determine what you like or dislike,
because you're not going to know
until it happens to you. Don't rely
on what society says you should
do, or what's supposed to happen.
Instead, do whatever you want
and live your life. If you're comfortable watching movies by yourself, going into debt over one day,
or just going out for a night on the
town, do it and enjoy it.

Valentine's Day shouldn't be restricted
to one day; instead it should
be a 3 65-day process

you may or may not receive. With
the way the economy is going, do
you expect a college student dating
someone to go all out for one day? If
they don't, will you think they don't
care for you as much as they did?
If you really cared for that person,
regardless of what they may have
done for you, or got you, you know
it was done out of the kindness of
their heart.

Viewpoint: An elephant
or donkey of many colors
Black History Month is particularly poignant for me this year.
Not only has my interest in AfricanAmerican history been piqued by
the plethora of awesome programs
which groups around the university
are planning, but this year also has
some pretty heavy implications for
African-Americans in contemporary
society, especially in the realm of
politics. Earlier this year, the nation
witnessed the ascension of black
politicians, who fighting against the
prejudice that has oppressed their
brothers and sisters for years, managed to wrest control of the leadership of their parties and begin a new
era of mutual understanding and
racial tolerance in the United States.
I speak of the newest chairman of
the Republican National Committee-Michael Steele (oh yeah, and
that Obama fellow everyone seems
to be talking about).
Besides being a politician
whose name is comically reminiscent of stars of the adult film industry, Michael Steele is probably the
most politically influential black guy
you've never heard of. It is to be expected that a milestone for the Republican Party-Steele beingthefirst
African-American elected to that position-would be ignored during this
time of other great changes in racial
makeup of American politicians, but
I think it reveals some very inter-

esting and truly troubling trends of
American politics. Barack Obama's
election is something which I think
is symbolically (and practically) really beneficial to the nation, but it
may be the beginning of something
much more sinister.
Call me a cynic, but in the
little time I've been politically aware,
I've noticed politicians are not actually very good at doing much. Something they are completely competent
at doing, however, is crafting an image. The real power of the Democratic and Republican parties in this
country is in the hands of the kingmakers-the upper echelons of the
political machine who manage to
find the most easily marketable people and elevate them to leadership.
In retrospect, even many who voted
for George W. Bush would probably
admit he wasn't the best person to
run the country. He was a product
surrounded by wrapping so pretty,
we Americans couldn't help but indulge ourselves for eight years. The
Democratic Party is not above these
practices either (I mean honestly,
how much of Bill Clinton or even
Barack Obama is sparkle and swagger?) and indeed it would seem that
Democrats and Republicans have
found the perfect new marketing
strategy-"Let's find a black dude!"
This is not to say any of
the politicians who have possibly

benefited from 1his new era of the
"minority image"'4o not deserve to
be where they are. Michael Steele's
resume includes being the first black
lieutenant governor of Maryland
and actually some people attribute
the term "Drill, Baby, Drill" to Steele
(if you remember, we were fortunate enough to be subjected to that
delightful mantra endlessly during
the 2008 presidential election campaign). Many of Steele's views are
actually very sensible for America's
African-American communities, as
he supports affirmative action programs in his home state and also
opposes federal gay marriage mandates.
The real danger which this
situation seems to be foreshadowing
is a world in which politicians from
minority communities are no longer
sought after for their own thoughts
and beliefs, but rather for how progressive it would seem to elect them.
For now, a black IllAn as president
and a black man as chair of the opposing party's national committee
may seem like a great situation for
black people, but all.Americans must
proceed with caution, lest white guilt
become so all-consuming that it patronizes every subsequent minority
politician this countrY produces.

Photo Editor

What is your ideal
Valentine's Dayl

"A unique event with an ideal
friend. It could even be somewhere
cheap, just so that it's quality time
spent."

Phallyn Thornton
Junior
Business Management

"A gentleman to pick me up in
a nice car with a dinner date for
two. Also, a bug and goodnight
kiss could top the night off."
Arbrisha Bass
Junior
Nursing

"Rose petals in a hotel room with
baby oil and a nice romantic
dinner to top off the night."
Frank Hollie
Freshman
Criminal Justice

"A dinner with me and my girl,
walking through the park with a
nice kiss at the end of the night."
Andrew Williams
Freshman
Human Performance

-Jerrell Allen
"Dinner and a movie with
something special to remember."
Ashley Ford
Sophomore
Psychology
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"Randomly telling your girlfriend
to get in the car and take her out to
her favorite restaurant. Drive
her somewhere nice and put
her on the hood of the car
and look at the stars."
TrevanBrown
Sophomore
Computer Science
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PV dominates TSU in Houston Hardwood Classic
By Ryan Rudd
Panther Staff

The Prairie View A&M basketball teams were both in action on
Feb. 7, as they took the floor against .
cros~-town SWAC rival Texas Southern m Houston. The game was held
at TSU's gymnasium,
·
as students
and f~ ~om all over came to witness this highly anticipated rematch
between both schools.
Coach Cynthia Cooper
and the Lady Panthers (12-10, 9-1)
took ~e floor first, as they squared
off agamst the Lady Tigers (6-lS, 4_
6). The Lady Panthers entered the
game looking to extend their sevengame winning streak, and maintain
first place in the SWAC women's
standings. In the first half, the Lady
Panthers started off a bit sluggish.
At halftime, they found themselves
tr~iling by seven. Trailing 36-2s
with barely 17:00 remaining in the
game, the Lady Panthers quickly
turned the game around, as they
put together a 22-point swing over
the next eight minutes to give themselves an 11 point lead. Shooting an
amazing so percent down the stretch
of the first half, including four threepointers, the team managed to score
49 points in the second half, as they
defeated TSU by a final score of 7357. Junior guard Candace Thomas
led all scorers with 18 points, as she
was just one of four players who
posted double figures for Prairie
View. Sophomore guard Dominique
Smith also added 16 points for the
Lady Panthers. The red-hot Lady
Panthers are now on an eight-game
winning streak.
Shortly after the women's
game, Coach Byron Rimm II and the
men's team took on Texas Southern

-

Track season starts
amid big anticipation
By James Motten
Panther Staff

Courtesy of Orok Orok

Teamwork: Coach Cynthia Cooper-Dyke talks strategy before the ladies take the court.
University. In the midst of a fourgame losing streak, the Panthers
were desperately in search of a win
to remain in the race for first place
in the conference. In the first half,
it appeared as if the Panthers had
their hands full, as TSU led 29-25
at the half, but the Panthers came
out firing in the second half. Led
by freshman guard Michael Griffin,
who led all scorers with 18 points,
the Panthers managed to pull off

from the Tigers and build a 23-point
lead. Suffering full court man-toman defense propelled the Panthers
who ended up winning the game
by a final score of 75-55. The Panthers had five players in double figures, including freshman guard Tim
Meadows and senior guard Derek
Johnson, who both scored 14 points.
Junior forward Darnell Hugee also
had a double-double, as he added
10 points and 12 rebounds. Texas

Southern senior guard Sollie Norwood had 13 points for the Tigers.
With a win over TSU, the men's basketball team now holds third place
in the SWAC standings.
The men and women's
basketball teams are in the midst of
a three-game road trip that will take
them to Grambling, La., on Feb. 14,
and then to Jackson, Miss. to take
on the Jackson State Tigers on Feb.
16.

On Saturday, Feb. 7, the
Lady Panthers track team traveled
to New York to compete in the New
Balance Invite. Universities from
all around the nation competed,
including Dulce, Kansas, USC, Villanova, Georgetown, North Carolina, and other well known schools.
That didn't faze the Lady Panthers,
as they were able to place considerably high in some of the events. In
the 60 meter dash, Destiny Jernigan
and Kaylon McNeal placed seventh
and eighth respectively. In the 400meter-dash Whitley Dobbins, Sabia
Hughes, and LaQuita Alexander
were all able to place in the top six in
their heats. In the women's shot put
Andrea Chambers performed well
as she was able to place sixth in that
event.
The Lady Panthers will
travel to Fayetteville, Ark., to compete in the Tyson Invitational on
Friday, Feb. 13.
Also, on the same day the
Lady Panthers were representing
in New York, the Prairie View A&M
men's track team participated in the
UH All-Comers meet at the University of Houston. Schools such
as Grambling, North Texas, Rice,
and other nearby universities ran
in the event. In the Boo-meter-run
Brandon Hicks placed an impressive eighth place in that event. In the
one-mile run, four Panthers placed
in the top 50. Roland Dejean placed
the highest at 14. In the 3000 meter
run, the Panthers were once again
all over the scoreboard as four Panthers were able to place.
Alonzo Thomas led the
pack placing 20th in that event. In
the men's high jump Justin Williams placed sixth and in the men's
triple jump Johnny Piggee placed
seventh. Continue to keep a close
eye on the Panthers as they make a
run for SWAC Championships.

Bowling team competes
in last match of the year
By Delray Williams
Panther Staff

Courtesy d Orok Orok

Courtesy of Orok Orok

Scoring Machine: Michael Griffin used a variey of shots to
total 18 points as he led the Panthers past the rival Tigers.

Lady Panthers stnggla ii Allla Classic

Tennis teams dive into season

game with a five-run first inning,
including three home runs from the
first seven batters of the game. In
the bottom of the second, the Lady
Panthers scored their first two runs
of the game and the season. The
first came on a sacrifice fly from OF
Myneatric Woodard which was set
up by a double from Rebecca Martinez. Martinez scored later in the
inning when UTSA catcher Kristin
Mehmeyer allowed a passed ball.
However, the Lady Panthers gave
up three runs in the next half inning
which pushed the lead to 8-2.
The Lady Panthers threatened again in the bottom of the
third, but baserunning mishaps
plagued them as two runners were
claimed by running errors. After
that point, the Lady Panthers were
unable to mount any offensive momentum and the Lady Roadrunners
put the game further out of reach
with a third run seven inning. The
highlight of the tournament was the
unranked University of Tulsa Golden Hurricanes defeating the No. 5
ranked Aggies of Texas A&M 3-2 on
a walk-off single. The next time the
Lady Panthers take the field will be
against Texas College on Feb. 13.

ing this year memorable by improving on last year's finish and striving
to bring home another SWAC championship title.
The men's team began their
return to glory last week with a trip
to Abilene Christian. The Panthers
fought hard during the pre-season
contest against players representing Trinity, McMurray, and Abilene
Christian universities. "I think we
played well and fought hard," said
men's captain Jose Garcia, "We
played against two teams that sit
in the top 20 in their respective
divisions." Those two teams were
Trinity University and host Abilene
Christian University.
As far as scheduling, the
men and women's squads have some
exciting matches to look forward to
as they prepare for a plethora of
post-season tournaments including
the SWAC championships, NCAA
Regionals, and the 2009 NCAA
Championships.
The men's team begins an
electrifying schedule with a match
against Lamar University before
both teams travel up the road to
Longview, Texas, for a bundle of
matches, Feb. 13 and 14.

By Ryan Rudd
Panther Staff

The season starts off rocky
for new softball coach Lana Williams and the Prairie View Lady
Panthers as they went winless in a
doubleheader at the Aggie Classic
held Feb. 8 in College Station. The
Golden Hurricanes of the University
of Tulsa defeated the Lady Panthers
8-o in a shortened five inning game.
The only offense the Lady
Panthers could muster wer~ two
walks and the Golden Hurncanes
used a five run fifth inning to bust
open what was a closely contested
game The Golden Hurricanes first
truck with two runs in the bot:om of the second inning. The Lady
Panthers Caine right b~ck in ~e top
of the third inning with their o~
ring opportunity, but Jasmme
~~es struck out with two runners
on base.

fth .
In the second game o err
doubleheader, the Lady Panthers
h d about as much success as they
fe~l to the Lady Roadrunners of
UI'SA, 12-2. UI'SA opened up the

By ROOald Smith, Toe Panther

Captain J: Jose Garcia will
be a major player this year.
By Lionel Mosby Jr
Sports Editor

The Prairie View men's and
women's tennis teams plan on mak-

The Lady Panther bowling
team participated in their last SWAC
competition against Texas Southern
University on Saturday, Feb. 7, as
they suffered a heartbreaking loss to
the Tigers.
"For the most part our
team did well," said junior biology major Melissa Reeves. "We had
some high games, but it just wasn't
enough in the end." Reeves said, "In
match play, five bowlers from each
team must compete for high scores
but if one or more bowlers isn't doing so well, the rest of the team has
to pick up the slack and sometimes
that's not very easy. Bowling takes
precision."
The Lady Panthers traveled to Houston where they were
scheduled to play four baker games
and two team matches. The ladies
managed to score the highest baker game of the competition. They
scored a 256 during that game to defeat the Tigers. "It was a good match
because we didn't give up and we
put great effort into the game," said
Terrie Mitchell.
Following the baker games,
the teams had to play individual
team games. Leading scores for the
Lady Panthers included Misty Dawson with a 214 and Melissa Reeves
with a 202. "The lanes were working
against what we desired to do," said
LeJewlia Lewis, "When you bowl
you never know what to expect. You
could bowl a perfect pocket and end
up with a split." Kristina Saddler
said, "This past weekend I think, as
a team, we came up a little short. We
had the skills, talents, and abilities
to win, but it didn't come through
for us."
Even though the bowling
season is over for the Lady Panthers, they are happy about the improvements they showed during the
course of this season and they look
forward to competing and representing PVAMU during the upcoming year.
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I ain't saying
she's a
Gold digger...
By Ebony Sowells
Panther Contributor

Courtesy of Google

By Shayna Walker
LH/AE Editor

Of the many black people
making history, Oprah Winfrey is
setting the bar high with her own
magazine, television network, and
her internationally syndicated talk
show, The Oprah Winfrey Show;
this philanthropist is the epitome of
reaching for the stars.
Born in Kosciusko, Miss.,
Oprah Gail Winfrey's father was a
coal miner and her mother was a
housemaid who split up soon after
her birth. Winfrey spent the first six
years of her life living in poverty with
her grandmother, her clothes were
made of potato sacks and her peers

would make fun of her. She then
went on to live with her mother who
was not supportive of her and starting at the age of nine she would live
to be molested by a family friend,
her uncle, and even her cousin.
After moving in with her
father her life made a drastic change
for the better. She was voted most
popular in her high school, joined
the speech team, and won an oratory contest that enabled her to attend Tennessee State University on
a full scholarship where she took
up communications. While working
in the media, Winfrey became both
the youngest anchor and first black
female news anchor of Nashville's
WLAC-1V. In 1976 she went on to
co-anchor Baltimore's WJZ-1V six
o' clock news, and joined as co-host

the talk show People are Talking.
In 1983, Winfrey emigrated
to Chicago to turn one of the lowest
rated talk shows, AM Chicago, to the
highest rated talk show in Chicago
which was renamed The Oprah Winfrey Show and broadcasted nationally Sept. 8, 1986. The show would go
on to earn numerous Emmy Awards
and is currently ranked the highest
rated show in the history of television.
As the founder of her own
production company, Harpo Productions, actress, activist, and humanitarian Winfrey is ranked both
the world's most influential woman
and richest African American of the
twentieth century, clearly it is possible to go from rags to riches and
Oprah Winfrey is living proof.

"I ain't sayin she a gold
digger. But she ain't messin with
no broke niggaz" Is not only the
words of a hit single by Kanye
West but the anthem of many
successful men as well. Athletes,
professionals, heirs, and just common everyday men fall victim to
the hands of women, and men at
times, who are searching for gold.
Who are these women
and men? To establish who they
are we must first establish what
a gold digger is. A gold digger is
someone who is in a relationship
just for material gain. The relationship does not solely have to be
girlfriend/boyfriend but it is most
likely to be a romantic relationship where one party is attempting
to pursue the other.
These women and men
are scam artists and just like scam
artists, some are unskilled and unsuccessful but at most times they
are skilled professionals. The better at it they are the more likely it
is that they have done 1t once, if
not several times before. The key
to gold digging is to get as much
as you can from that person before they figure out they are being
"scammed." The rule of thumb is
to never get too attached to that
person unless it is likely that the
relationship can become indefinite. The best gold diggers never
invest too many feelings in one individual. It's like getting too close
to a job that you know will eventually end. It isn't smart and it will
only backfire on you. In fact, gold
digging is a job to some individuals.
The people who are employed as gold diggers have hard
work to do. Almost as much as any
professional does. It is a full time
job and it can be stressful at times
just like any other job. Gold digging can be broken up into three
categories. There are novice gold
diggers, your intermediate level
gold diggers, and expert gold diggers.
Novice gold diggers are
the lowest level of gold diggers.
Gold diggers go after the men who
are financially stable but are not
confidant, determined, or skilled
enough to go after the men who are
financially wealthy. These are your
everyday men who you see in the
mall and walking down the street.
The most this woman will ever
get is second tier clothing, from
stores such as BEBE, True Religion, Armani Exchange, and Ed
Hardy. This clothing is expensive
to the everyday person but still affordable enough to work towards.
The novice gold diggers may get
dinner and flowers and a piece of
jewelry on rare occasions but they
will never get the prize. They won't
ever receive luxury cars, condos,
or diamonds from these men unless they commit to them for life,
or at least long enough to get married and then divorced.
Even if these women
have babies by their prospects
they won't be able to live a lavish
life off their child support income,
because these are hard working
men who punch the clock every
day and who have fallen into the
moral steps of life thus making
them more likely to receive joint
custody of their children and the
perfect man for this request to be
granted. The biggest mistake that
these gold diggers make is trying

to get too much out of the everyday
man. Gold diggers do not realize that
the harder a man works for his money
the closer he will be to bis money and
the more he will try to protect it. The
women who do have babies by these
everyday men sometimes must still
work and punch the clock as well. Just
so they can provide for their child(ren)
and live the lifestyle they wish to live.
The second type of gold digger is an intermediate gold digger. The
intermediate is a step above the novice
gold diggers in rank but much more
fortunate than novice gold diggers.
These women go after entertainers
such as musicians, athletes and actors.
They are skillful and precise. Their
job is to extort these men. The jobs of
this type can be quite intense at times
because they must be beautiful at all
times. They work out on a regular basis
and wear pricey clothes such as Prada,
Gucci, Chanel, Dior, Ferragamo, Versace, and the list goes on. Their makeup and hair is never out of place. Their
job does not stop there. They not only
know the faces of most of the people
in the entertainment industry but they
know their salaries, their likes, their
dislikes, their hang out spots, and details that most second and third cousins would not know about each other.
They know what moves to make and
where to be in order to score big.
These women receive money
for the most part if they are able to become a sideline girl but the ones who
are able to become girlfriends are even
luckier and receive cars, jewelry and
sometimes even condos. They travel
the states and are at every hotel and
are compensated greatly for their silence. The only problem with this type
of gold digger is that the success of
entertainers can be short lived. Actors
stop acting. Musicians stop making
music, and the careers of athletes can
abruptly end. As soon as that ends the
money ends, depending on how well
the prospect is prepared financially.
This means that if the intermediate
gold diggers are lucky enough to have
a baby they must be smart enough
to save and create their own security
from whatever they gain during the
relationship.
The expert gold diggers are
the top tier of the pyramid. They get
the best perks and benefits. They are
often the sideline women of the men
who sign the checks ofthe entertainers.
They travel the world and are always
on call for the men they seek. They are
often much younger then their prospects and are usually there to spice up
the mundane lives that these men lead
with their wives. They get the clothes
and the cars and the jewelry and the
money constantly wired into their
bank accounts. They know that they
are only good to their prospects as
long 8:5 they are young so they prepare
for this. Some end up with kids and set
up trust funds for their kids and make
sure that their children will inherit a
portion of their prospects once they
are deceased. These women are the
smartest because they know that they
can get mo~e out of their prospects
because their prospects have more to
lose.
Even though the world .
slowly becomi_ng ~ore gender-neutr~
women are still digging for gold. The
fact that they can have just as much as
men
. have does not stop some women.
Th1s has and always will be th
·&
ewayof
1he. The best women are th
e women
who are ab le to provide tior themseves
1
and who are
able
to
use
th
.
.
.
e1r mte111-•
g~nce to gam success in life. What gold
diggers do not realize is th t be"
lddi
.
a
mga
go
gger only leaves you sitting on
the bench on .the sideline· When you
are a smart, mtelligent w
"ll
th .
oman men
WI see
at m you and th t will
. th
a
get
you m e game. That wi'll 1
h
·
eave you
appr mstead of always searchin
d
running from love.
g an
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Grammv Night: What
By Carlton Luckett
By Ebony Sowells
Panther Contributor
Some say they have loved
But don't even know the meaning
Falling in and out of love
Like the changing seasons
"I love you so much" they say
But suddenly those feelings change
In love and then separated
within 365 days
Should we revert back to grade school
And learn the difference between a verb and
noun
Love is not a person place or thing
That can be lost and suddenly found
Love is the way you feel
When you give a kiss where all eyes are present
and there is no place to hide
When you don't even realize that it's below freezing outside
Love is a breath of fresh air blowing in the wind
The reason you wake up and decide to breath
again
Love is the feeling of sand on the beach crawling
beneath your feet
When it's too hot at times but other times it feels
so moist and sweet
Love is having the worst day at work and vowing
to quit with each day that passes
Love is going back again and again because you
know that job is your passion
Love is bending to make good and doing all that
it takes
And then you bend again just a bit more till you
feel like you will break
Love is seeing that special one as beautiful on one
of their worst days
Love is that last straw that broke the camel's back
but yet you still stay
Some say that love is just like beauty
They claim after a while it fades
But love is like a seasoned steak
Better the longer you let it marinate
love is just like patience, it has no stopping point
it is persistent again and again
love is the point of no return when you decide
you will keep at it until the end

Panther Contributor

Nearly 30 R&B/soul singers ranging from Al Green to Chris
Brown were nominated in fields including Album of the Year, Record
of the Year and Best New Artist at
the 51st Annual Gtalllmy Awards.
Leading the pack of R&B n01ninees is singer/songwriter Ne-Yo.
The "Year Of The Gentleman" star
picked up six nominations, landing
just behind the Gralllmys' leading
nominee Lil Wayne, who picked up
eight nominations for "The Carter
III." "Year of the Gentleman," released in September, was nominated
for Album of the Year and Best Contemporary R&B Album of the Year
while its singles "Closer" and "Miss
Independent" earned the remaining four nominations including Best
R&BSong.
R&B
singer/songwriter
Jazmine Sullivan, who penned the
majority of her J Records debut
"Fearless," dominated the R&B field
with an astounding five nominations. Like Ne-Yo, Sullivan's debut
was released in September featuring
the hit single "Need U Bad" and current single "Bust Your Windows."
Earning her first major award nod,
Sullivan was nominated for Best
New Artist. Sullivan's remaining
nominations, not including Best
Contemporary R&B Album, stem
from three records: "Need U Bad,"
"In Love With Another Man," and
"Bust Your Windows," which are
nominated for Best Female R&B
Vocal Performance, Best Traditional R&B Vocal Performance and Best
R&B Song respectively.
Former 'Dreamgirls' star

vou missedl

Jennifer Hudson, who ironically released her debut in September along
with Ne-Yo and Sullivan, picked up
four nominations. Hudson's selftitled debut earned nods for Best
R&B Song, Best Female R&B Vocal Performance ("Spotlight"), and
Best R&B Album. A collaboration
with American Idol star Fantasia
entitled "I'm His Only Woman" was
also nominated for Best R&B Performance By A Duo or Group with Vocals.
Al Green, the master of
"Love and Happiness," rounds out
the 2009 Grammy Award nominees.
Green's new album "Lay It Down"
earned three nominations including
a nod for Best R&B Album. Leona
Lewis and Raphael Saadiq earned
three nominations each for their efforts "Spirit" and "The Way I See It."
Lewis' "Bleeding Love" was nominated for Record of the Year.
When it came to Album of
the Year Ne-Yo "Year of the Gentleman", and Lil Wayne "Tha Carter
III" had the top votes. Usher as well
as Trey Songz was nominated for
Best Male R&B Vocal Performance.
Usher's "Here I Stand" and Trey
Songz "Can't Help But Wait."
Rihanna did well with only
two nominations Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals, "If I Never See
Your Face Again" w/ Maroon 5, and
Best Dance Recording "Disturbia."
John Legend also had two nominations for Best R&B Performance By
A Duo or Group With Vocals "Stay
With Me (By The Sea)" w/ Al Green.
Chris Brown was nominated for two categories Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals "No Air" and
Best Male R&B Vocal Performance
"Take You Down."
The performances went
well for the Grammys on Sunday

Feb. 8. Hip hop heavyweights T.I.,
Jay Z, Kanye West, and Lil Wayne
all hit the stage to perform 'Swagga Like Us' at this year's Grammy
awards. Fans had been waiting for
this momentous performance since
the single hit radio last year. The
record, which was produced by
West and features a snippet from
U.K. singer M.I.A's 'Paper Planes,'
is also up for a Grammy nod. T.I.,
Jay-Zand Wayne are all in the running to receive Grammys. T.I. did a
double performance duty and also
performed with Justin Timberlake.
The "Swagga Like Us"
performance was chosen best performance for that night. The crowd
was into it as well as the artist that
performed. M.I.A who stepped and
did her thing was nine months pregnant, and actually performed on her
due date. That is the dedication and
commitment she had for her fans.
Jay Z actually changed the lyrics to
his verse and all of the fans enjoyed
it.
However, Chris Brown left
his fans disappointed by canceling
his performance due to the night
before altercation between himself
and Rihanna. Chris was booked
Sunday night in jail by the LAPD
after responding to a 911 emergency
called made by Rihanna. Rihanna
was found in Chris Brown's rented
Lamborghini beaten and hysterical
with bruises over her face, and bite
marks on her arm. When cops found
her she didn't want to be touched,
because she was in that much pain.
According to a close source to the
couple this was not the first altercation for Riri and Chris. It just never
went to this degree. Also Rihanna's
parents are getting her away from
Los Angeles and back home to Barbados away from Chris for a while.

1iltt.!Dlnitfin11li#ort~

,{pul~~erwti"'1faro/~'s~

Se1'VU1/].£uncfi 'Tuesdm)-'friJ4911:00 AAl•2:00 'P!M
'JtJ,fft#nadi"B (4{,I 6(11', ,np, fi# t#tft,.uunt tf#4 IS
S4trlfllitfu smJtlUJitli.pid[t (!t my,s $6.50

Jmtltf !Dilllurfdi,y6' S-'J 1:DO-J:00 pm
s~, "'fool, ~ ,p,st,
flNl'lll.~t:O,n

930(p,J Orm11t-11'St •~i.t:M, 'IX

978-826-2415
~~~Courtesy of Rolling Stone

The Answers
Weekly Update for Freshmen

~lw

21 DAYS

GO PANTHERS!!

TO
MID-

You must have had a grade of 'C' (OR 'S') or better in your
TERMS
developmental class (es) at mid-terms to be able to pre-register
for fall 2010.
Check out the following URL: http://calendars.pvamu.edu/ for information about our Quick
THEA testing schedule o'r call 936-261-3610.

UC wants to congratulate the following UC Academic Superstars: Corey
Browder, Ricardo Garza, Stanton Hollie, Ryan Hunt, Brian Anyanwu
Demarcus Briers' Preston Gaines, Shanton Gore, Adithya Joolukuntla,
Troy Collins, Kendric Garmon, T'Ron Gooch, Melvin Harris, Malcolm
McGhie. Watch this space for more UC Superstars!
Congratulations to the Panthers' Basketball Teams for their victories
over TSU!!
UC thanks all the participants, chaperones and sponsors who were part
of PVAMU's trip to the Inauguration of President Obama

1. Why do the Kappas always put on relationship seminars and all
of their relationships are messed up? 2. Why were they on the panel with their girlfriends on one side and their main squeeze on the
other? 3. Are the Zetas trying to start a trend of homemade shirts? 4.
How many girls went out and sold-out Wal-Mart's shelves for black
rinses? 5. Or did they have it saved up from the MIP two years ago?
6. Have the Zetas started their annual comb through the UC for future Zetas? 7. Who all wished they had taken a roll of money with
them to the UC's Love Connection? 8. Should Mis.s Pop and Split
and Supahead go into business together and have all the UC as clients? 9. Is it safe to assume that Miss Pop and Split will slurp it up?
10. Why does "Collateral Damage" think it's cool to give yourself a
line name and actually believe that everyone on Facebook is your
friend? 11.If you were an undergrad before they tore down Alumni
Hall, and you're still here now, isn't it time to graduate? 12. Which
AKA will take heed to her own advice and graduate? 13. As for brotherly/sisterly love, who is asking their attorney friends to protect the
AKA's house so it won't be burned down? 14. Do you think it is a
"conspiracy" that prospects are "hating" or is it simply "Elements
of Destruction" ? 15. If you're an "Element" don't you think you've
been here too Jong? 16. Was MIP so packed because girls didn't get
the hint after the three-year mark? 17. Doesn't the girl in the stunna
shades at MIP know there is nothing discreet about that, especially
when we see her dancing on the football field every home game ?
18. How many people wasted their time going to the MIP forum and
regret not turning in an application to graduate instead? 19. Does
Supahead really think people like her, or she's never heard of the
phrase "Why buy the cow, when you can get milked for free? 20.
What do you think?
This is for entertainment only. The questions submitted are not the views of The Panther.
want to tell us what you think? Please bring your comments and questions to Rm. 219 MSC or
e-mail us at panther@pvamu.edu. Questions are printed at the discretion of The Panther.
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Delta Sigrna Theta
Founders Day Reception,
Library Rm. J08 Chapel

The Light
Bible Study, Student
Lounge Rm. 218

Zeta Phi Beta
89 Years of Finerwomen,
MSC Foyer

Special Programs
Black Film Series, Student
Lounge

Zeta Phi Beta
BBQ, Student Park

The Light
Empowennent Hour,
Student Lounge
Career Services
Career Fair, Ballroom
Conference Rm. 20 I,
203

202,

Career Services
C~eer Fair Opening
Session, MSC Auditorium

Zeta Phi Beta
Rededication, Chapel

FOCCS
Prayer Circle, Water
Fountain
Wesley Foundation
Bible Study, Chapel

High: 66°F
Lo : 47 °F

Cloudy with showers
possible
High: 69°F
Low: 52 °F

A full day of sunshine

High: 69 °F
Low: 46°F

High: 67 °p
Low: 48 op

